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UNCOMPROMISING PERFORMANCE
AVAILABLE AT TRUCK & TRAILER SPARE PARTS OUTLETS AUSTRALIA WIDE. 
Compliant Standards: ADR-38/05.   AUSTRALIAN REGISTERED DESIGN NUMBER 202417225.

AIR BRAKE FITTINGS & COUPLINGS  
D.O.T / S.A.E STANDARDS CONFORMANCE

Australia’s BIGGEST range and stockist of Metric / Imperial  
Push to Connect and Compression Style D.O.T Air Brake Fittings

Brass Fittings
Full range of Brass fittings designed to suit North American and European Truck & Trailer Air Brake systems.

Huge range  
available. Approved to  
meet: Australian Design 
Rules ADR-38/05 DOT 
FMVSS 571.106, SAE 
J2494/3, SAE J1131 
blanking plugs.

CLIPCLIPLOCKLOCK features a TWO-STAGE locking mechanism. 
The industry standard and the Optional innovative GP 
LOCKING CLIP & LOCKING GROOVE (PATENT PENDING).

CLIPCLIPLOCK  LOCK  Ensures positive and secure connection  
of the Trailer Airline Couplings.

TRAILER COUPLING

FEATURING
• Locking Collar
• Locking Clip
•  Visual Lock  

Indicator
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Hidden downtime causes in modern fleets
AS modern air brake systems 
evolve, workshops are qui-
etly facing an old problem 
of contamination inside air 
reservoirs that refuses to dis-
appear. While compressors 
and dryers have improved 
dramatically over the years, 
contamination made up of 
water, emulsified oil, carbon 
and sludge continues to accu-
mulate in tanks and migrate 
downstream into valves and 
braking components.

Workshops that are servicing 
late-model trucks and trailers 
are seeing increased sensitivi-
ty in ABS, EBS and stability 

control systems. These sys-
tems depend on extremely 
clean, dry air to function 
correctly. What might have 
been a minor maintenance 
nuisance on a 1990s fleet can 
now trigger diagnostic faults, 
actuator delays or unplanned 
downtime. For operators 
working in harsh climates, 
high duty-cycle applications 
or mixed trailer pools, the is-
sue compounds quickly.

Reservoir draining remains 
the most reliable line of de-
fence. Yet manual draining 
relies on drivers or workshop 
staff crawling under the vehi-

cle, opening the drain cocks 
and dealing with oily dis-
charge. In practice, it is in-
consistent and often neglected 
especially on hire trailers and 
low loading trailers.

Workshops also point to 
OH&S considerations. With 
many yards now operating 
under strict environmental 
and safety guidelines, techni-
cians are less keen on scram-
bling under chassis rails or 
dealing with slippery pads. 
Some fleets have removed 
manual draining from driv-
er checklists entirely to avoid 
confusion or safety risks.

This is where automatic 
draining has re-entered the 
conversation. Automatic drain 
valves first appeared decades 
ago, but newer-generation 
units have been engineered to 
deal with sludge, oil-rich con-
densate and the higher con-
tamination loads produced 
by long service intervals. Sev-
eral Australian fleets report 
units still performing after 
more than 14 years in service, 
which suggests the technol-
ogy has reached a maturity 
point that workshops are be-
coming comfortable with.

Service managers list two 
main benefits: reduced con-
tamination and reduced inter-
ruptions. Cleaner tanks lead 
to cleaner downstream air, 
and that means fewer valve re-
placements, longer dryer car-
tridge life and fewer nuisance 
faults. Some operators have 
also seen efficiency improve-
ments during seasonal peaks, 
where workshops tradition-
ally feel the strain of reactive 
maintenance.

“We started looking at au-
tomatic drains after noticing 
how much heater element 
corrosion and cartridge foul-
ing we were getting during 
winter changeovers,” said one 
fleet maintenance supervisor 
from western Sydney. “Once 

the tanks stayed dry, our ABS 
faults dropped noticeably, and 
we were not pulling trucks in 
for minor issues during peak 
delivery months.”

Products such as the Dump-
Master XD-30 and EXT-50 
are among the automatic solu-
tions now used across Austra-
lian road transport fleets and 
in Australian and UK rail. GP 
Truck Products has emerged as 
a market leader in this space, 
supplying both governor-ac-
tuated (XD-30) and electron-
ically actuated (EXT-50) units 
that purge accumulated water, 
oil, carbon and sludge with-
out driver input. Their role is 
to complement dryers and re-
move the human variable from 
reservoir draining.

As braking and safety sys-
tems continue to advance, the 
air that feeds them needs to be 
held to higher standards. Pre-
ventative maintenance now 
extends beyond filters and 
cartridges, and workshops 
are increasingly recognising 
reservoir draining as a critical 
and often overlooked step in 
the chain.

Automatic draining may 
not be the most glamorous 
upgrade on a truck, but in a 
workshop environment where 
uptime is currency, small pre-
ventative measures can deliver 
outsized returns. For many 
operators, eliminating con-
tamination before it becomes a 
fault is simply becoming good 
maintenance practice.The electronically actuated DumpMaster EXT-50 unit. Images: GP Truck Products

The governor-actuated DumpMaster XD-30 unit.


